Deep Dive | Moving Forward with an Advocacy
Strategy: A Discussion for Leaders

Abby Levine, Associate General Counsel, Senior Policy Counsel
alevine@rwijf.org

May 8, 2024

Stronger Together =~ - - — ¢
CONFERENCE = l— e Egﬁﬁﬁafﬁi?d Johnson

Collective Action, Collective Impact.




ADVOCACY toolbox includes:

dStory-telling

QFunding JResearch

dConvening dRelationship-building
C.Lobbying - Supporting/opposing candidates

Educating about existing laws
JANnd more

dimplementing new laws
Filing amicus briefs
dCommenting on regulations




Key points

1. Advocacy # lobbying; Not all advocacy/policy work is lobbying.

2. Private foundations cannot spend money on lobbying; public foundations can
lobby (501(h) expenditure test or insubstantial part test).

3. Foundations can fund grantees that lobby.

4. Issues may be controversial and “political,” but that doesn’t mean they are
“partisan” and out of reach for us.
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